[The identification of pericyte-like cells in the subendothelium of human blood vessels].
We identified pericyte-like cells in various regions of human vascular bed using 3G5 monoclonal antibodies against brain capillary pericytes' surface antigen. Pericyte-like cells were revealed in the subendothelial layer of the arterioles, venules, brain microvascular bed and in vasa vasorum adventitia. In arteries and veins of small, medium and large caliber pericyte-like cells were found in intimal subendothelial space. Pericyte-like cells form subendothelial network and may play an important role in physiological processes of vascular wall function.